
 
Hope Travels, A Story Trails Production, Episode 5: Trapped 

 
 
NARRATOR: Hope Travels, a Story Trails Production episode five: Trapped 
 
SFX:  Magic diary sound and muffled-in-a-jar-ambience 
 
HOPE: Dear Travel Journal… I have been taken captive!  A human child 

caught me in a ‘jar’.  What they want from me, I do not know.  
How they could even see me in the first place, I do not know. 
How long my captivity will last? I do not know… It’s been days 
now… 

 
FRED: Hours. 
 
HOPE: What? 
 
FRED: Hours.  It’s been hours. 
 
HOPE: Are you sure? 
 
FRED: Yep. 
 
HOPE: Feels longer. 
 
FRED: It isn’t. 
 
HOPE: Ok… well… the hours feel like days.  Nothing to do.  No one to 

talk to… 
 
FRED: I’m here. 
 
HOPE: I’m not talking to you! 
 
FRED: Why not? 
 
HOPE: You were going to eat me! 
 
FRED: I wasn’t! 
 
HOPE: You were cocooning me! 
 
FRED: Well… you used magic to frazzle my web and that’s when we got 

caught! 
 
HOPE: I only used magic because YOU WERE GOING TO EAT ME! 
 
FRED: I can’t help it.  I’m a spider.  You were in my web.  I can’t 

just go against my nature like that… 
 
HOPE: Just… stay on your side of the jar! 
 
FRED: Fine. 
 
HOPE: Fine! 
 
FRED: Why can’t you use your ‘magic’ to get us out of here? 
 
BEAT 
 



 
FRED: Well? 
 
HOPE: I’m… drained.  I’d more magic first. 
 
FRED: Ugh… none of that here. 
 
HOPE: You’d be surprised… stories, songs, poems, imagination, 

creativity… ideas… it’s all a bit… magical. 
 
FRED: It is? 
 
HOPE: Small humans are the best. 
 
FRED: (disbelieving) They are? 
 
HOPE: Yeah… They’re just… I don’t know… hopeful? 
 
BEAT 
 
HOPE cont.:  Anyway… where are we? 
 
FRED: Featherstone. 
 
HOPE: FeatherSTONE? 
 
FRED: Featherstone. 
 
HOPE: Huh? 
 
FRED: You’re saying it wrong.  It’s Featherstone.  In the small 

human’s bedroom. 
 
HOPE: It’s nice.  Oh… 
 
FRED: What?!  Is it the human.  I bet it’s gonna shake the jar.  I 

hate it when they shake the jar! 
 
HOPE: No, look! 
 
BEAT 
 
FRED: What am I looking at? 
 
HOPE: A book. 
 
FRED: Is that all? 
 
HOPE: Is that all?  That could be our ticket out of here.  Get me 

near that book and I’ll get enough magic to, well, do magic. 
 
FRED: Look out! 
 
HOPE: What?! 
 
FRED: It’s coming!  The small human! 
 
HUMAN: Mumble 
 
HOPE: Aaaaahhhhh! 
 



 
SFX: taps jar 
 
HUMAN: MUMBLE 
 
FRED: If it opens the lid, make a break for it! 
 
HOPE: I can’t! 
 
FRED: Why not?! 
 
HOPE: Drained!  No energy…  
 
FRED: Oh… fine… hop on! 
 
HOPE: Really? 
 
FRED: Yeah… I did try to eat ya. 
 
HOPE:  I knew it! 
 
FRED: Just, come on.  It’s opening the lid! 
 
HOPE: Hgnnn…. 
 
SFX: unscrewing lid 
 
FRED: Ready… ready… web-away! 
 
SFX: Web-away! 
 
CHILD: Mumble surprise! 
 
FRED: Haha!!! I’m a web-weaving marvel. 
 
HOPE: Woah! 
 
FRED: Now how about that! 
 
HOPE: Amazing!  Did the small human see where we went? 
 
FRED: Nooo – old Fred’s too fast.  It’s looking around for us. 
 
HUMAN: Mumble questioning 
 
HOPE: Oh this book is doing the trick… Already feeling better. 
 
FRED: Look at that human.  It’s got no idea we’re up here... still, 

hurry up.  I don’t like being in the open like this. 
 
HOPE: Awww… the small human’s sad. 
 
CHILD: Mumble (sad). 
 
FRED: It’s not sad. 
 
HOPE: They’re looking for you. 
 
FRED: No… no one’s ever sad about a spider. 
 
BEAT 



 
 
FRED Cont.: Do you really think so? 
 
HOPE: Yeah… I think that small human just wanted you. 
 
FRED: Huh. 
 
HOPE: Are you ready? 
 
FRED: Ready? 
 
HOPE: I’ve got enough magic now.  I can whizz us to the library and 

you’ll be safe… 
 
FRED: Oh.  Yeah.  Yeah. 
 
HOPE: Something wrong? 
 
FRED: You go ahead.  I think I’ll stay here. 
 
HOPE: You’re staying? 
 
FRED: Yes.  I think so.  That small human really does seem to miss 

me.  And it’d be nice… living in a human home again.  Maybe in 
that corner, up there. 

 
HOPE: That sounds great 
 
FRED: Hope? 
 
HOPE: Yeah? 
 
FRED: Are more of you coming here, from the enchanted place? 
 
HOPE: I hope so. 
 
FRED: Me too… I think that, maybe, we need ya. 
 
SFX: WEB and wee 
 
FRED Cont. Bye! 
 
HOPE: Goodbye Fred! 
 
CHILD: Mumble happy 
 
BEAT 
 
HOPE: They’re much happier now they’ve seen Fred.  Maybe humans just 

want to be close to other living things… Anyway… now for the 
library then, tomorrow, WakEFiled. 

 
FRED: (in the distance) Wakefield. 
 
HOPE: What? 
 
FRED: It’s Wakefield, not Wakeyfiled.  Honestly… 
 
HOPE: (laughs) Bye Fred. 
 



 
FRED: Go on then! 
 
SFX: Magic POP 
 
FRED: Be off with ya. 
 
 

END 
 
Narrator: You’ve been listening to Hope Travels, an audio series funded 

as part of WordFest and Festival of the Earth, led by Wakefield 
Council through Creative Wakefield until October 2021 across 
the Wakefield district. 

 
Hope Travels has been written, acted and produced by Beccy Dye 
(nee Stirrup) of Story Trails.  See the Show Notes for a full 
list of sound effects, and a link to the episode script. 

  
 Just look at what can be achieved when we work together.  Hope 

and Fred finally worked together to get out of that jar and now 
Hope is back on track and Fred is happy to be in a human home 
once again. 

 
Do you like other creatures like spiders and bugs and birds and 
bees?  Why not chat with a grown-up about all the wonderful 
creatures in the world, then let Hope know by getting your 
grown-up to tweet @StoryTrailsUK or email 
info@storytrails.co.uk, and we’ll pass the message on!  

 
Join us for Hope’s next adventure, as it’s time for her to go 
home. 
 
If you’re enjoying Hope Travels, remember to book your place 
for the live storytelling show of Hope Returns across Wakefield 
libraries and in the WX all of this half-term! 
 
Check out the storytrails website for more information: 
www.storytrails.co.uk 
 
Remember, a little hope can go a long way. 
 
 

Episode Five Sound Effects: 
 

Small Room Ambience: 

https://freesound.org/people/visionear/sounds/565535/ 

visionear, March 31st, 2021 

Magic Diary on/off: 

https://freesound.org/people/smokinghotdog/sounds/584244/ 

smokinghotdog, August 21st, 2021 

Web Away: 



 
https://freesound.org/people/vero.marengere/sounds/482231/ 

vero.marengere, August 25th, 2019 

Unscrew Lid: 

https://freesound.org/people/jsburgh/sounds/235684/ 

jsburgh, May 1st, 2014 

Magic Disappear: 

https://freesound.org/people/MATRIXXX_/sounds/441225/ 

MATRIXXX_, September 25th, 2018 

 


